[bookmark: _GoBack]You are responsible unless otherwise indicated for all material on the guidelines and homework.   Do not simply look at the homework questions and then find the answers in the readings.  This is a recipe for failing the course.   Your test questions will try to test your understanding of all the material, and not simply ask you to  memorize the answers to the exact questions, you answered for homework.  So you have to understand and learn all the material on the websites and guides to do well on the exam.  

Parasitology courses have always involved memorizing a number of parasitic species as well as important facts about their biology and relationship with hosts.   Studyguide tables are guides to what is important to remember about parasite biology and hosts.  You should fill out these tables in detail.   Then construct and work with digital cards, or hand-written ones, that have the species names on one side of the card and its biology including effects on hosts on the other.     At one time this is all parasitology courses were about, memorizing facts about parasite biology and their interactions with hosts.   Today, it is a field that looks at the evolution of this relationship in general and other factors influencing the virulence and prevalence of species.   Homework questions will emphasizes the latter, but again the study guides will also provide tables that help you decide what facts must be memorized, about the more important species that pose a problem for humans and our domestic animals.    EXPECT AT LEAST 50% OF EVERY EXAM TO TEST FOR YOUR KNOWLEDGE ABOUT BASIC BIOLOGY OF COMMON SPECIES.  You will do not do well in this course if you do not keep up with common species biology.   

The best way to use the study guides is to visit the websites on your guides and read the guides carefully.  Then try to answer the questions on the study guide that has to do with that particular part of the guide or website in your own words.   Then go back and check your answers.  That way you are using the assignment as a study guide to learn the appropriate material for an exam.   The assignment after each “chunk” of material to be learned has suggestions for tables you should fill out or questions you should be able to answer.   True homework questions are scattered throughout the assignment.  You should go through the assignment and attempt to answer all questions, then transfer your homework answers to a clean doc and hand those in.  I will subtract points from an assignment that is turned in and consists of cut and paste answers to all questions.   These also will not be corrected until the grader or I have time to sort through your assignment looking for homework answers. 

I assure you if you just cut and paste answers in from the reading for homework questions, which tend to be synthesis or more concept oriented questions, you may earn all your “homework points”, but still fail the exam.   This is because you are just chugging and plugging along while doing homework and not using your mind at all.   Nothing is going in to that splendid brain of yours and come exam time you will realize you cannot recover the material in the few days before an exam.   Keep up with the tables also on the study guides and fill these out as you go through the guide looking for answers to homework questions.   

So again please spend some time on all the questions, not only homework questions, which you will have to turn in.   You will find when you go to study for an exam, you can answer the homework questions without looking at your answers.  There may be a few that you feel you need to go back and review the material on the website, but not all.  Also hopefully, you have filled out the tables, and converted this material to cards for each species, that you have reviewed several times before any exam.  

I give out more homework points than you can count toward your final grade.   So make mistakes on the homework, not on the exam. 


Always place your name or initials in the title of the homework doc you submit and also your full name in the body of the doc you submit.   When the grader downloads your answers only the documents you submit are downloaded, without Moodle submission identification information. So we do not know who you are without some information in the document itself. 

 Grading and comments on the homework are our gift to you to keep you on track.  The teaching assistant will not give you correct answers so you can, again, just try to memorize right answers.   They will indicate if an answer is wrong or incomplete.   It is up to you to find the correct answer.   I will help you as much as I can without giving you the answer.  How many other courses make you do study guides (Homework) and even comment on your guides to keep you on track?   Do not go to teaching assistants for help with material.  That is my job and again I will try to help as much as I can.  

For most assignments you will be doing web searches.   This is because I want you to get familiar with websites you can use throughout your careers.  Websites reorganize at least once a year, and at unannounced times (like during this course) so if a link is broken, please let me know.  This first assignment I had to replace two links and so unfortunately a movie I loved and used for three years now.   They just removed them last week from the website. That’s the price this course pays for wanting to provide you with current web tools.   

Hope you all enjoy Assignment one, which is intended to make you aware of the impact of parasites on health problems globally and in the US.  It also covers a bit of important history on the CDC.   This is the primary contact agency for medical professionals in this country.  Work hard.  Your diligence with respect to homework will pay off.    Dr. Feaver
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